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SUBIACO OVAL — STRUCTURAL ASSESSMENT 

Statement by Minster for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [12.10 pm]: In December 2008, I 
commissioned a structural assessment of Subiaco Oval. The report’s primary intent was to determine the 
remaining useful life of the structures at Subiaco Oval, and to provide intelligence on the potential structural 
impacts of either rebuilding Subiaco Oval in stages or pursuing the Kitchener Park new stadium option as 
identified by the Major Stadia Taskforce. The report was not intended to address issues of amenity, nor the 
general condition of the buildings. 

In February 2009, structural engineering company GHD was appointed to undertake the works. GHD was 
supported and informed by a project control group consisting of the Department of Sport and Recreation, 
Building Management and Works—Treasury, the West Australian Football Commission, and the City of 
Subiaco.  

Following a period of consultation with key stakeholders, I have released the contents of the report today. The 
report concludes that the underlying structures of Subiaco Oval are structurally sound and will achieve their 
design life of 40 to 70 years. The report comments that the structural condition is as expected for the design and 
buildings of that age. The report also highlighted some defects and repair works to be completed, which the City 
of Subiaco and the WA Football Commission are now addressing. The key concerns are with the historic gate 19 
and the three-tier stand. The WA Football Commission is undertaking a repair program to address those and 
other issues identified in the report.  

The report provides good background information in planning for a future major stadium in Perth, and that work 
is ongoing, but the government has made it clear that no decision will be made until February 2011. 
 


